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THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART FEATURES SILENT FRENCH CLASSICS 
Gaumont Presents: A Century of French Cinema 
Sunday afternoons, July 3- August 28. 

Shown in Gartner Auditorium. Admission is $4, $3 CMA members, $2 kids 12 and under. 

Gaumont, the world’s oldest film company, founded in 1895 in France by L^on Gaumont, 
produced some of the most celebrated films of the past 99 years. To celebrate its centennial, 
Gaumont has assembled a retrospective from its own meticulously maintained archives, tracing 
the history of the company throughout the 20th century. The United States tour of the retrospec- 
tive stops in Cleveland this July and August, with The Qeveland Museum of Art and the Qeve- 
land Cinematheque at the Cleveland Institute of Art each showing a share of the films. The 
Museum’s Gartner Auditorium is equipped with a state-of-the-art 35mm variable speed projec- 
tion system, which permits silent films to run at their intended projection speed of 16 to 21 
frames per second (instead of the modem standard of 24 f.p.s., which produces the familiar 
“jerky” look of silent films projected at too high a speed). Taking advantage of this technical 
capability, the Museum presents a selection of Gaumont sHents, made between 1900 and 1929, 
while a group of later Gaumont sound classics mns concurrently at the Cleveland Cinematheque, 
421-7450. All are shown courtesy of Gaumont, Inc. 

AH films in the retrospective are shown in newly-stmck 35mm prints made from 
Gaumont’s archival originals. Many of the classic and influential silents are so rare that, for most 
American film audiences, this retrospective will be the first opportunity to view them. They will 
be presented with spoken English translation of the French intertitles, and accompanied in most 
cases by live improvised keyboard music performed by Sebastian Birch. Short subjects, full- 
length melodramas, cartoons, slapstick comedies, historical dramas, and surrealistic mystery 
serials - a full spectrum of early film history is covered in this series. Newsreels - a format 
pioneered by Gaumont which enjoyed enormous popularity during the early decades of film 
history and remained common until television elbowed them aside - will precede many pro- 
grams. 


Film details next page 
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the Cleveland museum of art/gaumont films - 2 


Gaumont Presents: A Century of French Cinema 
Sunday afternoons at 1:30 pm, July 3-August 28. 

Shown in Gartner Auditorium. Admission is $4, $3 CMA members, $2 kids 12 and under. All made in 
France, in b&w, and shown with music and spoken translation of the French inteititles. 

Sun/July 3, 1:30 pm The Pioneers: Alice Guy and Others, 1905-09, total 83 min. Ten early comedies and 
dramas, three by Alice Guy, the world’s first woman filmmaker. Includes Guy’s famous 29-min. “The Life 
of Christ’’ (1905). 

A Child of Paris, 1913, 1 16 min. Directed by L^once Ferret. Elaborate melodrama by a forgotten master. 

Sun/July 10, 1:30 pm The Passion of Joan of Arc, 1929, approx. 105 min. Directed by Carl Dreyer, with 
Maria Falconetti. Stark recreation of the trial and execution of Joan of Arc; one of the great films of all time. 
Time Out Film Guide says: “Magisterial cinema, and almost unbearably moving.’’ 

El Dorado, 1921 , 97 min. Marcel L’Herbier’s innovative, impressionistic classic about a nightclub dancer 
who sacrifices all for her daughter. 

Sun/July 31, 1:30 pm Emile Cohl: The Animated Screen, 1909-1 1, total 56 min. Eight shorts by pioneer 
animator EmUe Cohl. 

Comedy of the Absurd, 1912-14, total 41 min. Four slapstick comedies by Jean Durand. 

Jacques Feyder: A New Wave, 1916-18, 82 min. Three early comedies by the young Jacques Feyder, 
director of such classics as “Th6rese Raquin’’ and “Carnival of Flanders.” 

The Museum concludes its survey of Gaumont silents with two legendary fantasy serials by Louis Feuillade, 
both in newly-struck 35 mm prints, both extremely rare. Feuillade’s epics laid much of the groundwork for 
subsequent mystery, thriller, and suspense films, and influenced scores of filmmakers. 

Sun/August 7, 1:30 pm Les Vampires (episodes 1-6), 1915, 231 min. A reporter pursuing a gang of 
criminals follows a trail of murders, kidnappings and suicides. This famous serial — a key work of early 
surrealism - was accused of glamorizing underworld life, and one episode was temporarily banned by 
Paris’s chief of police. “The greatest of Feuillade’s films.” -Richard Roud. (Continued Sun/14 - separate 
admission for each day.) 

Sun/August 14, 1:30 pm Les Vampires (episodes 7-10), 1915, 175 min. Directed by Louis Feuillade. 
Conclusion of the 7-hour serial begun last week. 


Sun/August 21, 1:30 pm Judex (episodes 1-5), 1917, 172 min. Feuillade’s most popular serial is a fantastic 
adventure about a mysterious caped cmsader who fights for justice to avenge his father’s suicide. (Continued 
Sun/28 - separate admission for each day.) 

Sun/August 28, 1:30 pm Judex (episodes 6-12), 1917, 144 min. Directed by Louis Feuillade. Conclusion of 
the 5-hour serial begun last week. 


All films shown courtesy of Gaumont, Inc. 



